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HER RESEARCH, PERFORMED N UGR PROFESSOR SoMETIMES CALLED SV6RAR
ERIN WILSON Rnwms LAB AND PUBL|SHED ANTS; ARGENTINE ANTS

LAST YEAR, ANALYZED OVER 4300 INDIVIDVAL
BEHAVIORS FJROM MORE THAN 415 BuMBLE BEBES. ARE ANYTHING BUT SWEET,

BUMBLE BEES ARE UNDER

IMMENSE PRESSURE FROM

HABITAT LOSS, DISEASE &
PECTICIDES.

Wow. I am
stressed OUT.

MICHELLE MINER, WHO EARN-
ED A MASTER'S DEGREE IN
ENTOMoLOGY FROM UCR ,
WONDERED WHETHER INVAS-
IVE ARGENTINE ANTS MIGHT

BE ADDING To THAT STRESS.

WITH How IMPOR -
TANT BUMBLE BEES ARE

AS POLLINATORS,IT MADE
CENSE ToTRY AND UNDER -
CTAND MORE ABOUT WHATS
GOING ON IN THESE TiNY

THE AGGRESSIVE INSECTS DON'T
STING, BUT THEY DO BITE AND
CAN DOMINATE R FooD RESOVRCE,
OVERWHELMING OTHER INSECTS
JUST WITH SHEER NUMBERS.

THE EXPERIMENTS INVOLVED SIX GEPAR-
ATE BUMBLE BEE COLONIES FORAGING
N A SHARED AREA . THE BEES CoulD

CHODSE FEEDERS THAT BITHER HAD ARGEN-
TINE ANTS NERRBY 0OR WERE ANT-FREE.

(5IVEN THE CHOICE, BEES AVOID ANTS.
THE MORE ANTS AT A FEEDER,THE
LESS LIRELY THE BEES WERE To AT-
TEMPT FEEDING THERE. STiLL,IF
PRoVORED, SOME BEES FOVGHT BRCK,
VSING THEIR MANDIBLES (VAWS) TO
FioHT THEWR ANT ADVERSARIES.

Y You want some
\ more,PUNK?Z/

THANKS IN PART To THEIR MUCH LARGER SIZE ,BUMBLE BEES WERE GENERALLY

VICTORIOUS IN ONE-ON-ONE FIGHTG AGAINGT BNTS [N THE STUbY. BuT THAT
LIKELY DOESN'T TRANSLATE INTo A WIN FoR THE ENTIRE BEE CoLONY.

INSTEAD OF RETURNING To FORAGING , BEES OFTEN STAYED
LOCKED IN FURTHER CONFRONTATIONS , WASTING ENERGY
AND BISKING [NUVRY RATHER THAN BRINGING Foob
BACK To THE HIVE. A
PROF. wWiLSON RANKIN

WE DON'T KNOW |F THE CoLoNY
SENDS ovT ADDITIONAL FORAGERS WHEN
ONE COoMES BACK SHORT. THAT'S THE NEXT
QUESTION 1 TS IMPORTANT To ANSWER.

\ / .
WHETHER THE HIVE "Bee” patient/

COMPENSATES FOR
LoST FooD 1S UNKNOWN.




